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My name is Andrea Peace and I was donor conceived in Hobart in 1983.  
Firstly, I would like to thank the Committee for inviting me to give evidence to the inquiry. I wanted 
to follow up my in-person evidence with a written submission so that the Committee can refer back 
to my story/situation if required. 
It’s very important to me to state from the start, that I fully respect the sensitivities around this issue 
and situation that many donors would face if their information was to be made available to donor 
conceived offspring such as myself, as is the case in Victoria now. And so I understand why there are 
people out there who oppose this happening in Tasmania, and why the Committee faces a difficult 
decision in arriving at recommendations. But as someone who has a ‘black hole’ in their life, who has 
so many questions about who they are, what their background is and who has spent half of their life 
believing that they will never get the answers, I’m so grateful to the Parliament for having this 
inquiry, for taking the time to hear my story and that of other donor conceived offspring, and for 
even considering making changes going forward. 
I certainly hope that two changes will result from this inquiry: 
1. Legislation be passed allowing me to access identifying information about my donor, so that I 

can find whether there is a possibility of me ever having the opportunity to meet him and/or half 
siblings, should they exist. 

2. The establishment of a register in Tasmania, so that both donors and donor conceived offspring 
can register and find out information specific to their situation (whether that be identifying or 
not). I feel that this is particularly important for those who don’t yet know that they are donor 
conceived, so that when they find out, there is a place of truth that they can go to seek 
information, rather than reading the misinformation available online and believing, as I did for 
17 years, that they could never find out any information.  

Now to explain more about my story. 
My parents moved from Melbourne to Hobart in 1980 after my (social) father was asked to set up 
the first electron microscope lab at the Hobart hospital. He was a well-respected scientist, who 
suffered from cystic fibrosis and was therefore unable to have children. Upon hearing of success 
with artificial insemination, my parents made the educated decision to enter into donor conception 
as a means to have children. Dr Rodney Watkins was my parent’s doctor. This was not a decision 
that they entered into lightly, as they were counselled at the time that all donors were anonymous, 
which would leave a hole for the child. They planned to tell me together, however my (social) father 
passed away when my mother was three months pregnant with me.  
I was 16 years old when my mother told me that I was donor conceived. To be honest, it didn’t have 
a huge impact on me at the time, which I now put down to the fact that I had never known my 
(social) father or had never had a father figure in my life as my mother had never remarried, so there 
was really very little change to my situation. In the 17 years since then however, more and more 
questions have arisen and the desire to understand more information has increased. My search for 
answers has however been on and off. I would occasionally hear of donor conception practises in 
the media, which would trigger me to start searching. However each time I began searching via the 
internet, I was met with the same stories, that most records from the early 80’s in Tasmania had 



 

been destroyed. Each time I arrived at the acceptance that there was simply no way of knowing any 
more information about my donor. So I would basically give up hope, until the next trigger. 
Over the last few months, several events have happened that have triggered me to actively search 
again. One is that I am thinking of beginning a family of my own and I feel not only scared about not 
knowing half of my medical history, but also in some way irresponsible for potentially bringing a 
child into the world without being able to tell of possible medical dangers. Another is that the 
Victorian Government passed legislation to make identifying information available to donor 
offspring. It was the changing of the Victorian Law that led me to find out about the Tasmanian 
Parliamentary Inquiry into Donor Conception Practises and also lead to the third important event for 
me, the discovery of a letter from Dr Watkins to my mother in 1999. 
Before telling me that I was donor conceived, my mother wrote to Dr Watkins to ask if there was any 
information available about my donor. Dr Watkins wrote back describing my donor as a student, 
around 6ft tall with blonde hair, grey eyes and of European extract (a copy of this letter was given to 
the Committee). This was the first indication that I had received that my records may still exist. Upon 
learning of this letter and the inquiry, I contacted TasIVF. I have read their submission to the inquiry 
and subsequently asked them a series of questions based on their evidence. As a result, I now know 
that my donor was one of the 66 persons that TasIVF has been unable to contact, and that according 
to their records, I was the only offspring from my donor. What I don’t know yet, is how wide their 
search was and whether there was a possibility that my donor could have donated elsewhere or 
whether donations were transferred to other clinics. I feel guilty asking questions of TasIVF, because 
the time they spend searching for answers for me, is time that they are not helping people who need 
assistance having a baby right now. This is another reason why I believe that the establishment of a 
register, managed by a designated group, is important – to relieve TasIVF of the burden of assisting 
people in my position with their search, when it is not the responsibility of the TasIVF clinic. 
The three weeks since 1 March 2017 (the day the Victorian legislation changed) have been a 
whirlwind for me – I found other donor conceived offspring through a Facebook support group, and 
have subsequently met two other Tasmanian conceived offspring; I have received confirmation that 
my records were not destroyed but rather are held by TasIVF and thus I have gained more 
information about my circumstances; and I have given evidence at the Parliamentary Inquiry. I 
would say that now more than ever before I have hope that I may one day be able to meet the 
person who helped my parents bring me into the world and/or any half siblings that may exist, 
which as an only child, is perhaps the most exciting prospect. I don’t however expect anything from 
my donor and I am realistic about the fact that he may not want to be contacted at all. However, I 
believe that I deserve to know the answer for sure, rather than just wonder.  
I’d like to thank the Committee again for hearing my story and for considering all aspects of this 
sensitive situation. 
I am more than happy to be contacted to clarify any information the Committee requires, and I look 
forward to reading the final report. 
Regards, 

 
Andrea Peace 



 

 
 


